IN THE CLAIMS : 

Please cancel Claims 1-15 without prejudice or disclaimer of the subject matter 
recited therein and add Claims 25-33 as follows. 

Claims 1-21. (Cancelled). 

22. (Previously Presented) An information processing apparatus which can 
communicate through a network with each of a plurality of information processing apparatuses 
connected to said network, comprising: 

display means for displaying an icon indicative of each of said plurality 
of information processing apparatuses onto a virtual system display screen; 

said virtual system display screen graphically displaying connecting 
states of said plurality of information processing apparatuses and peripherals locally connected to 
each of said information processing apparatuses; 

obtaining means for obtaining information of the peripherals locally 
connected to said information processing apparatus from each of said plurality of information 
processing apparatuses; 

first control means for displaying icons indicative of the peripherals 
locally connected to said information processing apparatus corresponding to the icon as a target 
of a user action in response to said user action for the icon of the information processing 
apparatus on said virtual system display screen on the basis of the information obtained by said 
obtaining means; and 
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second control means for controlling said display means to display each 
of the icons displayed by said the first control means such that a user may recognize whether a 
driver for the peripheral corresponding to the icon has been installed to make the peripheral 
available. 

23. (Previously Presented) A data processing method in an information 
processing apparatus which can communicate through a network with each of a plurality of 
information processing apparatuses connected to said network, comprising: 

a display step of displaying an icon indicative of each of said plurality 
of information processing apparatuses onto a virtual system display screen; 

said virtual system display screen graphically displaying connecting 
states of said plurality of information processing apparatuses and peripherals locally connected to 
each of said information processing apparatuses; 

an obtaining step of obtaining information of the peripherals locally 
connected to said information processing apparatus from each of said plurality of information 
processing apparatuses; 

a first control step of displaying icons indicative of the peripherals 
locally connected to said information processing apparatus corresponding to the icon as a target 
of a user action in response to said user action for the icon of the information processing 
apparatus on said virtual system display screen on the basis of the information obtained by said 
obtaining means; and 

a second control step of controlling said display means to display each 
of the icons displayed by said the first control means such that a user may recognize whether a 
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driver for the peripheral corresponding to the icon has been installed to make the peripheral 
available. 

24. (Previously Presented) A computer-readable memory which stores a 
computer program which is executed by a computer of an information processing apparatus 
which can communicate through a network with each of a plurality of information processing 
apparatuses connected to said network, wherein said computer program comprises: 

a display step of displaying an icon indicative of each of said plurality 
of information processing apparatuses onto a virtual system display screen; 

said virtual system display screen graphically displaying connecting 
states of said plurality of information processing apparatuses and peripherals locally connected to 
each of said information processing apparatuses; 

an obtaining step of obtaining information of the peripherals locally 
connected to said information processing apparatus from each of said plurality of information 
processing apparatuses; 

a first control step of displaying icons indicative of the peripherals 
locally connected to said information processing apparatus corresponding to the icon as a target 
of a user action in response to said user action for the icon of the information processing 
apparatus on said virtual system display screen on the basis of the information obtained by said 
obtaining means; and 

a second control step of controlling said display means to display each 
of the icons displayed by said the first control means such that a user may recognize whether a 
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driver for the peripheral corresponding to the icon has been installed to make the peripheral 
available. 

25. (New) An information processing apparatus which can communicate 
with at least one peripheral, comprising: 

display means for displaying an icon indicative of each of a plurality of 
peripherals on a display screen, said display screen graphically displaying states of the plurality 
of peripherals; 

obtaining means for obtaining information of the plurality of 

peripherals; 

first control means for controlling said display means to display icons 
indicative of statuses of the plurality of peripherals on said display screen on the basis of the 
information obtained by said obtaining means; and 

second control means for controlling said display means to display each 
of the icons displayed by said first control means such that a user may recognize whether a driver 
for the peripheral corresponding to the icon has been installed to make the peripheral available. 

26. (New) An apparatus according to claim 25, wherein if a driver for the 
peripheral corresponding to the icon has not been installed in a memory of said apparatus, said 
second control means controls said display means to gray out the icon of the peripheral. 



27. (New) An apparatus according to claim 25, further comprising a 
communication interface for communicating with an external information processing apparatus, 
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wherein said obtaining means obtains the information of one of the plurality of peripherals 
connected to the external information processing apparatus, by communicating with the external 
information processing apparatus via said communication interface. 

28. (New) An apparatus according to claim 27, wherein said display means 
displays icons of the one peripheral and of the external information processing apparatus on said 
display screen. 

29. (New) A data processing method which can communicate with at least 
one peripheral, comprising: 

a display step of displaying an icon indicative of each of a plurality of 
peripherals on a display screen, the display screen graphically displaying states of the plurality of 
peripherals; 

an obtaining step of obtaining information of the plurality of 

peripherals; 

a first controlling step of controlling the display screen to display icons 
indicative of statuses of the plurality of peripherals on the display screen on the basis of the 
obtained information; and 

a second controlling step of controlling the display screen to display 
each of the icons displayed in said first controlling step such that a user may recognize whether a 
driver for the peripheral corresponding to the icon has been installed to make the peripheral 
available. 
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30. (New) A method according to claim 29, wherein if a driver for the 
peripheral corresponding to the icon has not been installed in a memory of the apparatus, said 
second controlling steps controls the display screen to gray out the icon of the peripheral. 



3 1 . (New) A method according to claim 29, further comprising the step of 
providing a communication interface for communicating with an external information processing 
apparatus, and obtaining information of one of the plurality of peripherals connected to the 
external information processing apparatus by communicating with the external information 
processing apparatus via the communication interface. 

32. (New) An apparatus according to claim 31, wherein the display screen 
displays icons of the one peripheral and of the external information processing apparatus on the 
display screen. 



33. (New) A computer-readable memory which stores a computer program 
which can communicate with at least one peripheral, wherein said computer program comprise: 

a display step of displaying an icon indicative of each of a plurality of 
peripherals on a display screen, the display screen graphically displaying states of the plurality of 
peripherals; 

an obtaining step of obtaining information of the plurality of 

peripherals; 



-8- 



a first controlling step of controlling the display screen to display icons 
indicative of statuses of the plurality of peripherals on the display screen on the basis of the 
obtained information; and 

a second controlling step of controlling the display screen to display 
each of the icons displayed in the first controlling step such that a user may recognize whether a 
driver for the peripheral corresponding to the icon has been installed to make the peripheral 
available. 
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